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In recent issues of Window to the World, we have listed a few titles of books that were enjoyed by individual library staff members. We have now decided to include a few recommendations from some of you. Our first list comes from Nashville library patron and volunteer, Cary Johnson. Cary comes into the library one day each week and helps us by downloading books that are not physically available in our collection and creating cartridges for us to send to you. These include books that were recorded as cassette titles which have been converted to digital format. In addition, we can download and create cartridges for titles recorded by volunteer studios in other libraries for the blind and physically handicapped across the United States, which enhances the collection of titles provided by National Library Service for the Blind & Physically Handicapped/Library of Congress (NLS). 
Hadley School for the Blind
Have you ever wished you had studied a foreign language while you were in school? Perhaps you're thinking that with your eyesight worsening, it might be time to learn how to read braille? Or maybe your English isn't the best and you would like to learn to improve your skills? Maybe it's time to move out of your parents' home, but you don't feel you have the independent living skills you need to cook and take care of your own home? Or maybe you want to open a business of your own?
Classes on these and many other topics are available free-of-charge from Hadley School for the Blind. According to the school's website, www.hadley.edu, its mission is "to promote independent living through lifelong, distance education programs for individuals who are blind or visually impaired, their families, and blindness service providers." You can study in your own home, at your own speed, and the courses are available in audio, braille and large print formats, and online. You will have an instructor assigned to you who you can call, write, or email. For more information, check out Hadley's website or call 800-323-4238. You may also write to the school at: 700 Elm St., Winnetka, IL 60093.
Read Up on Bookshare
Did you know that a currently enrolled adult continuing education or high school (ACE/HS) Hadley student can get a free membership to Bookshare.org? Bookshare is the largest online library for qualified individuals with print disabilities. The library provides access to more than 90,000 books and 150 periodicals, available in synthesized voice, refreshable braille or large print. If you would like to join one of the chapters or start a chapter in your community, contact TNABA at (615) 544-5222, email info@tnaba. org, or write to them at Tennessee Association of Blind Athletes, PO Box 160185, Nashville, TN 37216.
Troubleshooting, Part 2
The summer issue of Window to the World had hardware troubleshooting tips about the digital talking book players that we loan to patrons using our audio books. This issue will have some "softer" troubleshooting tips about the service.
1) Have you ever noticed the mail card which is on every item we mail to you has a hole punched in it? The purpose of the hole is to allow a person who cannot see the print on the card to know which way the mail card is turned, so the post office won't just return something to you, that you wanted shipped to the library. When the item arrives at your address, the hole should be on the upper righthand side. When you get ready to return the item to us, place it in the same container it arrived in, pull the card out and flip it over. This means the hole will be on the upper left-hand side, and the card is addressed to us. Some patrons tell us that is how they know whether they have read a book or not. They turn the mail card over after finishing the book. If they have a stack of books, they can tell which should go into the mail and which should stay with them, just by finding the hole in the mail card.
book to read for themselves. Upcoming dates and themes are: December 16 Thankful Attitude; January 20 Snow, Snow, Snow; February 17 Library Love. For more information, contact Erin Savage at Erin.Savage@tn.gov, or call her on our toll-free line, 800-342-3308.
2) Also, if you experience any difficulty reading the book, please call us and let us know what happened. Perhaps the cartridge wouldn't play, or pages are missing from a braille title, or someone has spilled coffee in a large print book and we didn't catch that. Please mark the box on the label that says "defective book" so we will inspect that book more carefully and won't send it to someone else. If you cannot see the box, just put an X over the hole in the mail card on the side addressed back to us.
3) Have you noticed many of the audio titles that are being added to our collections say "unrated" at the end of the description? Do you wonder what that means? It means the book is a commerciallyrecorded title, provided to NLS libraries by commercial audio book publishers. This has been a great gift to our program because it means we can add many more titles to our audio collections. Since the commercial audio book is generally available at the same time as the print book is put on the market, it also means these books are added to our collections much quicker, too. However, this means we have no idea whether the title has descriptions of sex, descriptions of violence and/or strong language, so we mark it as "unrated."
If you do not wish to risk getting a book that might offend you due to the inclusion of strong language or descriptions of violence or sex, call your library reader advisor and ask them to make a note in your file on our computer to not send unrated books to you unless you specifically request them. Any titles you specifically request will still be added to your request file and sent to you, when available, even if they do include those items.
Reader's Digest now available on Cartridges
We know many of you Subscribers to all APH magazines will need to re-subscribe each year. APH will send a renewal notice to the individual each year and, to continue subscribing, the individual will need to respond to the notice. There are no charges for Reader's Digest® or Newsweek®, although donations are gratefully accepted by APH. There is a subscription fee for all versions of Scholastic News®. For more information contact APH at (800) 223-1839 or magazines@aph.org.
